
Environmental Risks Information Sheet

· Possible Environmental Risks
Within the United Kingdom the Environment Agency has records of over 400,000 past industrial sites that may have caused contamination and 25,000 landfill and waste sites.  

· What does this mean to any prospective house purchaser?

As more and more houses are being built on “brown field” sites, there is a risk that the property you are going to purchase has been built on land that has been polluted by past industrial activity.

Recent Legislation requires that the Local Authority must inspect and identify contaminated sites and can direct the person who contaminated the land to clean up the site.

If the original polluter cannot be found, the liability for cleaning up a site rests with the present owner or occupier of the land.

· Homecheck Website
We enclose for your information a printout obtained from the Homecheck Website showing the possible risks associated with your property purchase.  If the risk is identified as medium or above, you may wish to undertake an environmental search that will provide further details of the possible risks.  Homecheck will provide an environmental search (normally within 24 hours) at a cost of £29.38.

· Indemnity Insurance
Where the printout reveals a risk as medium or above, it will almost always be necessary to take out an indemnity policy to cover both you and your lender against any claim by the local authority.  Homecheck provide an indemnity policy for which there is a single insurance premium of £25, the policy provides up to £1 million protection for up to 25 years.

· Conclusion
Please note that the search and insurance may be obtained for a combined fee of £48.50. Please sign and return the enclosed copy of this information sheet indicating whether you require the environmental search, the indemnity policy, both or none.  We remind you that if the risk is above medium, and you are obtaining mortgage finance, we are obliged at least to take out the indemnity policy to protect your lender.  ALL OWNERS TO SIGN.
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